Options for “Declaration of Intention”
Option 1
________, will you have ________ to be your husband, to live together in holy marriage? Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others, be faithful to him as long as you both shall live.  I will.
________, will you have _________, to be your wife, to live together in holy marriage? Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health, and forsaking all others, be faithful to her as long as you both shall live.  I will.
Option 2
________, will you have this woman to be your wedded wife, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony?  Will you love her, comfort her, honor and keep her, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others keep only to her so long as you both shall live?  I will.

________, will you have this man to be your wedded husband, to live together in the holy estate of matrimony?  Will you love him, comfort him, honor and keep him, in sickness and in health; and forsaking all others keep only to him so long as you both shall live?  I will.

Option 3
Write your own declaration of intent.

Options for “Wedding Vows”
Option 1
Man to woman:  In the name of God, I, _________, take you, ________, to be my wife, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death.  This is my solemn vow.  
Woman to man: In the name of God, I, _________, take you, ________, to be my husband, from this day forward, for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, until we are parted by death.  This is my solemn vow.  
Option 2
In the name of God, ________, I take you to be my husband/wife from this time onward, to join with you and to share all that is to come, to give and to receive, to speak and to listen, to inspire and to respond, and in all our life together to be loyal to you with my whole being, as long as we both shall live.

Option 3
I take you, ________, to be my wife/husband, and I promise before God and all who are present here to be your loving and faithful husband/wife as long as we both shall live.  I will serve you with tenderness and respect, and encourage you to develop God’s gifts in you.
Option 4
Write your own vows.
Options for “Blessing of the Rings”
Option 1

These rings are the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, signifying to all the uniting of Name and Name in holy marriage. 

Option 2

The wedding ring is the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, signifying to all the uniting of this man and woman in holy matrimony, through the Church of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Option 3

These rings are the outward and visible sign of an inward and spiritual grace, signifying to us the union of between Jesus Christ and his Church.
Option 4
Write your own blessing.

Options for “Declaration of Marriage”
Option 1
Pastor to husband and wife:  You have declared your consent and vows before God and this congregation.  May God confirm your covenant and fill you both with grace.

Pastor to people: Now that ________ and ________ have given themselves to each other by solemn vows, with the joining of hand, [and the giving and receiving of rings or other symbols,] I announce to you that there are husband and wife; in the name of the Father [Creator], and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Those, whom God hath joined together, let no one put asunder.  Amen.

Option 2
Forasmuch as ________ and _________ have consented together in holy wedlock, and have witnessed the same before God and this company, and thereto have pledged their faith each to the other, and have declared the same by joining hands [and the giving and receiving of rings or other symbols,] I announce to you that there are husband and wife; in the name of the Father [Creator], and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Those, whom God hath joined together, let no one put asunder.  Amen.

Option 3
Write your own declaration of marriage.

Suggestions for Scripture:
· Genesis 1:26-28, 31a - The creation of man & woman

· Song of Solomon 2:10-14, 16a, 8:6-7 – Love is strong as death

· 1 Corinthians 13, especially 1:8a – The greatest of these is love

· 1 John 3:18-24 – Love one another

· 1 John 4:7-16 – God is love

· Matthew 22:35-40 – Love, the greatest commandment

· John 2:1-11 – The marriage feast of Cana

· John 15:9-17 – Remain in Christ’s love 

· Other scriptures as appropriate

