
847 SHELTON STREET 
CHADRON NE  69337 

(308) 432-2866 
REV. BONNIE MCCORD 

(308) 289-1185 
chadronmethodistchurch@gmail.com 

OFFICE HOURS 8-12 M, W-F 
OFFICE CLOSED ON 

 TUESDAYS THROUGH OCTOBER. 
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Worship With Us 
 

 
Sunday Worship Service 

 
Chadron UMC 

9:00 AM Adult Bible Study 
9:00 AM Children’s & Youth Sunday School 

(PreK-4th and 5th & 6th Grades) 
10:00 AM Coffee and Fellowship 

10:30 AM Worship Service 
 

Potluck Dinner 4th Sunday of every Month 
Birthday Offering last Sunday of every Month 

 
Contemplative Worship 

Wednesday’s at 5:30 in the Chapel 



Going Where You Do Not Want To Go 
 

This morning, I have been thinking a lot about the conversation be-

tween Jesus and Peter at the end of the Gospel of John. After Jesus 

has asked Peter if he loves him three times, Jesus tells Peter, “…

when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go 

wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out 

your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and 

take you where you do not wish to go” (21:18). Of course, we are 

told in verse 19 Jesus said this to “indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify 

God” (21:19a).   
 

I am not thinking about this verse theologically, though. Instead, it hits very close to home in 

the matter of my dad and his failing health. My mother has been gone for nearly three years. 

Mom and Dad were very close and did everything together. When you saw one of them, you   

usually saw the other. My brothers and I did not think Dad would live very long after he lost his 

beloved wife. He has fooled us by doing quite well on his own, with the exception of a short stay 

in a skilled home two years ago to recuperate from an illness.  
 

In regards to his current health, it is like we got to the edge of a plateau and, instead of finding 

a gentle slope, we found a cliff. He went from being able to be on his own without too much of a 

worry before I left on vacation to needing a two or three times a day well-check. He has fallen 

three times in less than two weeks and has not been able to get up without help. He has become 

disoriented and terribly forgetful. Last week, the doctor suggested that he go to an assisted    

living facility. As rapidly as he has declined in eleven days, I think we are now looking at a 

skilled nursing facility. Dad was not too keen on moving into an assisted living. He is really not 

going to want to go to a nursing home. No matter what he wants, though, he needs to go some-

where quickly for his own safety. 
 

So, today, which happens to be my father’s 92nd birthday, I am traveling to Oshkosh to see if we 

can get him into a skilled nursing facility, either in Oshkosh or in Bridgeport. I remember my 

dad, not necessarily as a young man because he was in his mid-thirties when I was born, but a 

vibrant and active man. Now, he has grown old. Soon, he will stretch out his hands to his 

daughter and I will take him where he does not want to go. This weighs heavy on my heart. 
 

I know this newsletter will be read by people of varying ages. Some of you are the ones who 

have had to go where you did not want as you aged and became unable to live in your own 

home. There will be those who are creeping up to that stage in life but are trying to live          

independently for as long as possible. Some will be like me who care for an aging parent(s) or 

grandparent(s). Others are the young with children who will have a hard time relating to this 

situation.  
 

However, there is a point to this story that applies to all of us, no matter where we are on our 

life journey. Right after Jesus hints to Peter that he will die an unpleasant death, Jesus says to 

him, “Follow me” (John 21:19b). In other words, Jesus is assuring Peter that he will be with him 

through all circumstances, whether it is life or death. This is how I am able to face this day. It 

will be a horrible day. I do not want to go and make my dad to leave his home and his cats and 

all that is dear to him but I have to do so. There will be many tears and many hard decisions 

but, if I follow Jesus and lean upon his grace, all will be well. So, Jesus, where you lead, I will 

follow. There may be tears, there may be heartache, but I will follow. 
 

Pastor Bonnie 
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Fellowship Hosts:  
Administrative Council 
 
Communion Server 
Vicki Kotschwar 
 
Liturgists  
October 1—Shawn Hartman 
October 8—Vicky Morford 
October 15—Sharon Rickenbach 
October 22—Beth Wentworth 
October 29—Bobby Griese 
 
Camera Operators 
October 1—Sharon Rickenbach 
October 8—Merle Morford 
October 15—Linda Thayer 
October 22—Scott Fernau 
October 29—Bob Hawthorne 
 
Ushers & Greeters 
October 1—Bob & Judy Hawthorne & Cleo Koerber 
October 8– Tony Serbousek, Sara Taylor & Jessica 
Fisher 
October 15—TBD 
October 22 & 29—Rob Wahlstrom, Colby Hartman, 
Glen Kotschwar, Merle Morford 
 
Potluck Hosts 
Finance Committee 

1 Jacob Herbert 

2 Colby Hartman 

 Clay Madsen 

4 Robert Wahlstrom 

5 Megan Eitemiller 

 Ann Young 

 7 Aiden Brice (2015) 

 8 Scott Fernau 

10 Trevor Foulk 

 Lea Griese 

 Michael Wahlstrom 

11 Krista Keiser 

12 Justin Madsen 

13 Loren Young 

15 Tristan Herbert 

16 Sabrina Fox 

 Krista Moore 

17 Colton Snyder 

 Gerry Swinney 

20 John Heiser 

 Kaci Waugh 

21 Susan Holmes 

 Alyvia Stokey (2015) 

23 Joshua Fernau 

 Cody Madsen 

 Jane Wahlstrom 

24 Shirley Kay 

26 Merle Morford 

 Eldon Shields 

27 Raimee Gooder 

 Brooks Roberts 

28 Steve Kubo 

30 Tyler Kaus 

 Randie Brice 

31 Shirley Edwards 

Todd & Vicki Eitemiller—October 8 

TJ & Lori Storbeck—October 14 

Don & Robin Foulk—October 25 

Gary & Jolee Hudson—October 30 
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Committee Reports 

United Methodist Men—Sunday, October 15 @ 7:30 AM 

Board of Trustees—Thursday,  October 29 @ 7:00 PM 

 

 
LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

 
Church Treasurer1 

 
The responsibilities of the Church Treasurer are to: 

Disburse all money contributed to the local church budget, keeping accurate 
records of how money is spent. 

Works with finances according to the guidelines established by the committee 
on finance for total fiduciary responsibility. This includes maintaining com-
pliance with all applicable governmental tax guidelines. 

Send all world service and conference benevolence funds on hand to the confer-
ence treasurer each month. 

Works with the financial secretary to maintain records of all funds received. 
Designated gifts and bequests are managed by the trustees in accordance 
with The Book of Discipline. 

Works with the financial secretary and chair of the committee on finance to 
make regular financial reports to the committee on finance, church council, 
the charge conference and, in some cases, the trustees. 

Be accountable to the charge conference through the church council. 
 
Another important note is that the financial secretary and the treasurer positions 
should never be held by the same person, by two people in the same immediate 
family, or by an immediate family member of the appointed pastor.3 

 
Sources:  
 
1Betsey Heavner, Job Descriptions and Leadership Training in the United Method-
ist Church, 2013-2016: A Leader Development Guide and Sandy Zeigler Jackson.  
22016 United Methodist Book of Discipline: ¶ 258.4. Finance 
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Thank you to the following for the  

wonderful Special Music during  

the month of September! 

Lauren Stephens 

Handbell Quartet 

Stephanie Baumgarten 

Thank you  

Pastor Bonnie  

for all you do!   

We appreciate you! 

Charge Conference 

Sunday, October 22 

Fellowship Hall 

12:30—2:30 PM 

Everyone is encouraged to attend! 
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Capital Campaign 2017/2018 

 
On October 8 the Finance Committee will be 

speaking about the upcoming Capital          
Campaign.  

 
The Chadron United Methodist Church is       
beginning a capital campaign to address repair 
and replacement needs for the Church and   
parsonage.  These repair/replacement needs 
will address identification of the Church to the 
public, improve utility costs, and eliminate some 
safety issues.  Specifically, the campaign will 
raise money for: 

Parsonage windows replacement at 
$17,000.    

Parsonage deck repair/replacement and 
patio cement removal and replace-
ment at approximately $6,000 

New sign and sign foundation for the 
front of the Church at $7,000 

 
The total need is $30,000. 

Sign ($7,000) 

The original sign was dismantled when the 
Church was remodeled and the new      
Narthex was added to the Church.  It was 
old, in a state of disrepair and was not    
salvageable. The sign located just off the 
parking lot was to be a temporary sign only.  
 

PRESENT SIGN 

Parsonage Windows ($17,000) 
 

The parsonage was built in the 1950’s and the 
windows are the original ones.  These windows 
are not as well-sealed or an energy-efficient as 
the proposed windows and thus affect the    
heating and cooling of the home.  During this 
past winter, the windows iced over on the inside 
and allowed the wind to blow in around the 
frame.  Window replacement should reduce the 
utility costs and make the home more comfort-
able. 
 

 
PRESENT WINDOWS 

Deck and Patio 
Repair/Replacement ($6,000) 

 

Safety is the main concern for the deck 
and patio.  The wood of the lower portion 
of the deck had dry-rotted causing soft 
spots and safety issues.  It needed to be 
and was removed.  The remaining deck 
still needs repair and staining/painting.  
The cement area between the house and 
the garage is settling, causing low areas 
where water and snow accumulate and 
freeze.  This presents a serious safety    
issue in the winter.  The existing cement 
needs to be removed and new cement 
poured to correct the drainage issues. 
 

DECK AND PATIO 
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Pastor Bonnie presented our 3rd Graders  
with their Bibles on September 17.   

Congratulations to: 
  Audrey Dailey      Kylie Mattmiller 
  Jove Griese      Allison Taylor 
  Tristan Herbert     Annica Vargas 
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Sunday School classes are  held from 9:00—10:00 AM every Sunday.  Grades 

Pre-K—4th Grade meet in the Sunday School Room and the 5th & 6th Grade 

meet in the Youth Classroom in Fellowship Hall.  A huge thank you to Meg 

Peterson for teaching our Youth Sunday School.  If any parents, high 

school students, grandparents, etc. are interested in being a helper or 

substitute teacher, please contact Jessica Fisher at 430-1790.   

 

Adult & Young Adult Bible Study 

Sunday’s at 9:00 AM in the Church Library 

Monday’s at 7:00 PM in Fellowship Hall 

 

Confirmation Classes 

 Every Sunday through May 20 

5:00-6:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
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Kid's Corner 
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


