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Worship With Us 
 

Ash Wednesday Service 
March 1 @ 5:30 PM 

 
Sunday 

Sunday School:  9-10 am 

 Adult Bible Study:  9-10 am (Church Library) 

Coffee and Fellowship: 10-10:30 am 

Sunday Worship Service:  10:30 am 

 

Wednesday 

Contemplative Worship Service:  

5:30 pm in the Chapel 

 



THE SEASON OF LENT (Abridged Version) 
By Dennis Bratcher; available at http://www.crivoice.org/

cylent.html 
CRI/Voice, Institute; Copyright © 2009 CRI/Voice, Institute 

 
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which      
begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday, the       
Saturday before Easter Sunday. Originally, Lent was the time of 
preparation for those who were to be baptized, a time of         

concentrated study and prayer before their baptism at the Easter Vigil, the celebration of the 
Resurrection of the Lord early on Easter Sunday. However, since these new members were to be 
received into a living community of Faith, the entire community was called to preparation. Also, 
this was the time when those who had been separated from the Church would prepare to rejoin 
the community. 

Today, Lent is marked by a time of prayer and preparation to celebrate Easter. Since  
Sundays celebrate the resurrection of Jesus, the six Sundays that occur during Lent are not 
counted as part of the 40 days of Lent, and are referred to as the Sundays in Lent. The number 
40 is connected with many biblical events, but especially with the forty days Jesus spent in the 
wilderness preparing for His ministry by facing the temptations that could lead him to abandon 
his mission and calling. Christians today use this period of time for introspection, self              
examination, and repentance. This season of the year is equal only to the Season of Advent in 
importance in the Christian year.  

Lent has traditionally been marked by penitential prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Some 
churches today still observe a rigid schedule of fasting on certain days during Lent, especially 
the giving up of meat, alcohol, sweets, and other types of food. Other traditions do not place as 
great an emphasis on fasting, but focus on charitable deeds, especially helping those in physical 
need with food and clothing, or simply the giving of money to charities. Most Christian churches 
that observe the Lenten Season focus on it as a time of prayer, especially penance, repenting for 
failures and sin as a way to focus on the need for God’s grace. However, it is really a preparation 
to celebrate God’s marvelous redemption at Easter, and the resurrected life that we live, and 
hope for, as Christians. 

The color used in the sanctuary for most of Lent is purple, red violet, or dark violet. These 
colors symbolize both the pain and suffering leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus as well as the 
suffering of humanity and the world under sin. Purple, though, is also the color of royalty, and so 
anticipates through the suffering and death of Jesus the coming resurrection and hope of      
newness that will be celebrated in the Resurrection on Easter Sunday. Some churches use grey 
for Ash Wednesday or for the entire season of Lent, or for special days of fasting and prayer. 
Gray is the color of ashes, and therefore a biblical symbol of mourning and repentance. The 
decorations for the sanctuary during Lent should reflect this mood of penitence and reflection.  

It is common for churches to avoid the use of any flowers in the sanctuary during Lent, 
using various dried arrangements. This can be especially effective if a flowering cross is used for 
Easter. Other churches use arrangements of rocks or symbols associated with the Gospel     
readings for the six Sundays in Lent.  

The sanctuary colors are often changed red for Maundy Thursday, a symbol of the        
disciples and through them the community of the church.  Since Eucharist or communion is    
often observed on Maundy Thursday in the context of Passover, the emphasis is on the gathered 
community in the presence of Jesus the Christ. 

Traditionally, the sanctuary colors of Good Friday and Holy Saturday are black, the only 
days of the Church Year that black is used. It symbolizes the darkness brought into the world by 
sin. It also symbolizes death, not only the death of Jesus but the death of the whole world under 
the burden of sin. In this sense, it also represents the hopelessness and the endings that come as 
human beings try to make their own way in the world without God. Black is always replaced by 
white before sunrise of Easter Sunday. 

 

Pastor Bonnie 

http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cylent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyadvent.html
http://www.crivoice.org/cyeaster.html#Flowering Cross
http://www.crivoice.org/cyholyweek.html#Maundy
http://www.crivoice.org/cyholyweek.html#Good


Fellowship Hosts:  
United Methodist Men 
 
Communion Server 
Kellee Gooder 
 
Liturgists  
March 5 Linda Thayer 
March 12 Stephanie Baumgarten 
March 19 Fran Grimes 
March 26 Shawn Hartman 
 
Camera Operators 
March 5 Bob Rickenbach 
March 12 Glen Kotschwar 
March 19 Rob Wahlstrom 
March 26 Bob Hawthorne 
 
Ushers & Greeters 
March 5 —Amy & Kennedy Trueblood and Chuck & 
Janice Cressy 
March 12 —Justin, Cricket, Sawyer & Kiera Haag 
March 19 & 26—Cleo Koerber, Linda Halverson, 
Anita Rein & Kellee Gooder 
 
Potluck 
Board of Trustees 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1  Josie Downing 
  2  Bryar Kay Hartman  
  3  Doris Bartlett 
  6  Jack Gamby 
   Ted Vastine 

 7  Cole Madsen 
  Ellie Otillia Halverson  
 8  Devin Trueblood  
 9  Gwen Gosnell 
  Barb Olson 
13  Chip Hartman 
  Glen Kotschwar 
14  Julie Downing 
17  Sydney Brown 
  Macy Roberts 
18  Bob Rickenbach 
  Jim Willey 
19  Theron Brown 
21  Nicole Blaylock 
  David Saunders 
  Austin Taylor 
23  Margaret Crouse 
  Mark Taylor 
24  Michael Kruse 
  Kim Madsen 
  Jodee Mosher 
26  Aaron Gaswick 
28  Janice Cressy 
29  Clark Gardener 
  Josh Harford 
  Randy Lawson 
31  Mick Downing 

 

 

 

  8     Chad & Amy Halverson 

 26     Dave & Gwen Canet 

CLOSURE POLICY FOR THE CHADRON UMC 

The following will be the policy for closure due to snow or 

other emergencies.  During the week, if the public school 

closes then all Church events scheduled on that day will 

be cancelled.  Closing Church on a Sunday will be         

determined on a case-by-case basis with notifications 

through Remind App on your cell phone, Facebook and/or 

Chadrad cancellation notice. 

To sign up for the Remind App on your phone, text the 

message @cunit to the number 81010.  When you receive 

a text asking if you are Student, Parent or Teacher, reply 

with a “P” for parent.   

If you have a Facebook account, “Like” our Facebook 

Page “Chadron United Methodist Church”.                    

Announcements and other items/events are posted daily.   
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LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH 

Committee on Pastor/Staff-Parish Relations Committee1 

Specific tasks for the P/SPRC are listed in the Book of Discipline and are summarized below. 
They are charged with: 

Educating and reminding both the staff and the congregation to focus on working together 
toward the mission of the church by promoting unity and encouraging, strengthening, 
nurturing, supporting, and respecting the pastor(s), staff, and their families. 

Leading conversation between the congregation and the staff/pastor about ministry         
direction, including recommendations about staff positions to carry out the work of the 
church. 

Developing and recommending written policy and procedures on employment of             
non-appointed staff, including provision for insurance, pension, and severance pay.  

Assessing job performance of the staff/pastor at least annually for the purpose of realigning 
staff position descriptions with the mission of the church. 

Conferring and consulting with the district superintendent. 

Supporting lifelong learning and spiritual renewal for all staff (continuing education). 

Identifying and supporting individuals from the congregation whom God seems to be     
calling for ordained ministry. 

In addition, the P/SPRC recommends pastoral and staff compensation packages, including    
salary, travel, continuing education and housing to the Church Council through the Committee 
on Finance. Annually, it evaluates the effectiveness of the current pastor in light of the minis-
try and mission of the church and makes recommendations to the district superintendent and 
the cabinet. This evaluation is important in the appointment process as it helps the cabinet  
decide if the charge can be best served by retaining the current pastor or by appointing a new 
pastor to it. In consultation with the lead pastor and the Church Council, it recommends staff 
positions and develops and approves written job descriptions. The committee is responsible for 
the proper screening for lay employees and volunteer staff. It also enlists, evaluates and     
recommends candidates from the local charge for professional ministry. In order for the    
committee to fulfill its appointed tasks, open and regular communication with the pastor, staff 
and congregation is vital. Our joint P/SPRC provides a clear line of communication and       
promotes unity in the parish.  

1Source: Betsey Heavner, “Pastor Parish Relations: Connecting the Pastor, Staff, and Congre-
gation” in Guidelines for Leading Your Congregation: 2009-2012.  

 

Pastor Bonnie 

 

Committee Reports 

Upcoming Meetings 

SPPRC Committee—March 6 @ 7:00 PM 

UMM—March 19 at 7:30 AM 



5 

FEBRUARY  

SOUP AND PIE SUPPER 

Tuesday, March14 

5:30 PM 

Everyone is Invited 

This is a free will donation toward the Koins for the 

Kitchen. Come enjoy some great company, fun en-

tertainment and   delicious food! 

This month we will be featuring Potato Soup and 

desserts!   

Thanks to all who have to graciously  donated.  We 

will have the new island by summer!   

Caring for the Caregiver 

Tuesday, March 14 

7:00 PM 

In Fellowship Hall 

Guest Speaker—Matt Watson 

 Please join us following the Soup 

and Pie Supper. 

Small Groups 

On February 21 TLC met 
and made 
some     
beautiful 
prayer 
beads.  It 
was a thoughtful, 

fun evening. 

TLC will be starting a new series 
during Lent called “The Way” by 
Adam Hamilton as he tells 
about his journey through the 
Holy Land.  

TLC meets on Tuesday evenings at 5:30 in the 
Church Sanctuary. 

 Vicki K.’s small group will begin 
the study of “Forty Days with 
Wesley”.  Vicki’s group meets 
on Wednesday’s at 8:00 AM at 
Prairie Pines.  

  

Everyone is welcome to attend these Small 
Groups.   

 

Web Page Update 

The Web page is coming!  It’s in the final 

stages of development and hopefully will 

be live by the first part of April.   
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February Soup and Pie Supper 

On Tuesday, February 7 the Soup and Pie Supper was held with some very delicious chili 

soup!  In addition we had some beer bread, cinnamon rolls, cheesecake, pie and brownies.   

Entertainment was provided by Vicki Kotschwar and Jane Druecker attempting to teach a 

“newbie” how to play the bells.  Bob Hawthorne was a good sport throughout it all!  Bob, just 

follow Judy!   

 

Church Directory and Offering Envelopes 

The 2017 Church Directory has been printed.  If you have a mailbox at the church, please check for 

your copy.  If you do not have a mailbox, extra copies are available on the information table in the   

Narthex.  If you would like a mailbox, please let Melody know at the office.  She will get one added for 

you! 

Offering envelopes should be here the first week of March and will look different this year.  The        

envelopes do not have numbers on them; however there will be a place for you to add your assigned 

number.  Many envelopes were not being used; therefore to help reduce costs, fewer were ordered.  If 

you would like a box of envelopes (with dates) please let Melody know.   
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June 19-June 24 Pine Ridge Riders (Level 1) - Grades 3-12    $375/person 

June 19-June 24 F.L.C.M. Camp (Future Leaders of Camping Ministries) $275/person 

   Grades 8-12 

June 19-June 24 Fishers of Faith—Grades 3-6i     $275/person 

June 25-July 1 Senior High Camp—Grades 8-12     $275/person 

June 26-June 29 Confirmation Camp—Grades 7-12     $200/person 

July 6-July 8  My Hero and Me Camp—Grades Preschool-2   $185/camper 

July 10-July 15 Survivor Camp—Grades 6-12     $275/person 

July 10-July 15 Wild Water—Grades 3-6      $275/person 

July 24-July 29 MADD Camp (Music, Art, Drama, and Dance)   $275/person 

   Grades 3-12 

July 24-July 29 Junior High Camp—Grades 6-8     $275/person 

July 28-July 30 Family Camp—All Ages (Fee includes 1 child & 1 adult) $185 

July 31-August 5 Pine Ridge Riders (Level 2) - Grades 3-12   $375/person 

July 31-August 5 Destination Science—Grades 3-12     $275/person 

July 31-August 5 Niobrara Adventure Camp—Grades 6i-12   $375/person 

August 11-13  Adult Camp—Ages 18+      $185/person 

Register Online @ www.Norwesca.org or call (308) 432-3872 for registration form 

2017 Summer Camp Schedule 

Sunday, February 12 Vicki Kotschwar and Katelin Calhoun filled the pulpit in Pastor Bonnie’s absence.  
Katelin spoke with the congregation about Camp Norwesca, camping and the joys of camping.  Her 
slideshow was fun and inspiring.  Thank you Katelin for sharing with us!  And thanks also to Meg 
Peterson for helping out during the Children’s Sermon and the entertaining children’s music! 
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To Be United Methodist: 
Why do we call it ‘grace?’ 
Kathy Noble 
November-December 2016 (Published in the United 
Methodist Interpreter Magazine) 
 
Why is the prayer before meals often called 
"grace?" 
 
The word grace, when applied to a prayer over 
food, means thanksgiving.  On the simplest 
level, saying grace means offering thanksgiving —
 grace comes from the Latingratiarum actio, "act of 
thanks." To say grace before meals is, among other 
things, to remember that it was God, not one's own 
means, that provided the meal. 
 
Saying grace or saying the blessing follows the ex-
amples of Jesus and the apostle Paul, both of whom 
said grace before meals (see Acts 27:35). 
 
In Matthew's accounts of Jesus feeding thousands 
of people with only a small amount of food, before 
Jesus "broke the bread" (started the meal), he 
thanked God for it. 
 
Apparently, giving thanks before a meal was Jesus' 
customary practice. In Luke 24:13-35, the account 
of the walk to Emmaus, the disciples at first do not 
recognize with whom they are traveling. When, at 
the table, Jesus "took bread, gave thanks, broke it 
and began to give it to them" (v. 30), immediately, 
the disciples recognized the resurrected Christ. It 
was "when he broke the bread" (v. 35) and gave 
thanks that their eyes were opened. 
Since we owe everything we have to God's grace, it 
is appropriate to thank God always (Ephesians 
5:20). Meals provide a good time to pause and do 
just that. 
 
The prayer by which we "say grace" may take dif-
ferent forms – and is a practice that crosses the 
boundaries between religions. A familiar prayer 
that is said or sung (to many different tunes) at 
gatherings of United Methodists is what we often 
call the "Wesleyan grace": 
 
Be present at our table, Lord. Be here and every-
where adored. These mercies bless and grant that 
we may feast in fellowship with Thee. Amen 
 
Adapted by the Rev. Kathy Noble, Interpreter editor, 
from  gotquestions.org newadvent.org and orpah.com.  . 

 

Welcome to our newest Church Member 

Daniel Mayle 

February 8, 2017 

Daniel Mayle 

February 8, 2017 

 

Campus Ministry Bible Study 

Campus Ministries Bible Study meets     
Monday evenings at 7:00 PM in Fellowship 
Hall.  They are starting a study/discussion of 
“Religions of the World”.  Everyone is      
welcome to attend all or any lesson that may 
be of interest to you. 

March 6 (8:00 PM) - Ancient Religions 

March 13—Judaism 

March 20—Christianity, part 1 

March 27—Christianity, part 2 

April 3—Islam 

April 10– Hinduism 

April 17—Buddhism 

April 24—Minor Eastern Religions 

May 1—Miscellaneous Religions of the 
United States 
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Kid's Corner 
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Chadron United Methodist Church 

847 Shelton Street 

Chadron NE  69337 

We’re on Facebook—

”Like” our page 

“Chadron United 

Methodist Church” 

 


