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OFFICE HOURS 8-12 M, W-F

OFFICE CLOSED ON
TUESDAYS THROUGH SEPT.

AUGUST 2017

The Chadron Cross

Worship With Us
Sunday Worship Service
Worship in the Pines
Camp Norwesca
8:00 AM Worship Service
8:30 AM Coffee and Fellowship
Chadron UMC
10:00 AM Coffee and Fellowship
10:30 AM Worship Service

Meet the New Great West District Superintendents

Rev. Eldon Davis has been appointed to serve both
Elkhorn Valley District as well as the Highway 20, which
includes Chadron, and Wildcat Hills Network Areas of
the Great West District, effective July 1st. Contact info:
elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org; Cell: 402-672-2889
Below is his welcome address, originally published in the
Great West District July newsletter (http://
www.greatplainsumc.org/files/districts/greatwest/
newsletters/july_2017.pdf):
I am a second career Elder in the United Methodist Church having been a
clinical social worker in rural mental health centers in the Eastern part of
Nebraska. I worked in the mental health field for 20 years serving families,
children, and youth, and those who were struggling with addictions. I converted
to the United Methodist Church having grown up in the Christian Church, the
Disciples of Christ.
I am married to Nancy Davis and have two children, Erika Fenzel and Nolan
Davis. Erika, her husband, and three children live in Pennsylvania near the
Pittsburg area. Nolan, his wife, and three children live in Omaha. I was born in
Lincoln but grew up in the suburbs of Philadelphia. My parents moved back to
Lincoln when I was in high school and I graduated from Lincoln Southeast. I
went to Phillips University for two years in Enid Oklahoma and transferred back
to the University of Nebraska at Lincoln where I graduated with my BA degree
majoring in psychology, biology, and minors in chemistry and history.
I worked with the department of social services in Omaha as a child protective
worker and decided to go on in school. In 1981, I received my Masters of Social
Work degree and began working in rural mental health clinics. When I moved to
Auburn Nebraska, I joined the United Methodist Church in 1987. I became
active in the church and was a certified lay speaker, often filling in for a variety
of pulpits. It was when I took the Disciple Bible Study that I began to explore my
call to ministry. Under the guidance of the pastor at Auburn First, I went to
Saint Paul School of Theology and received my Masters of Divinity in 2004. I
was ordained in 2007. As a student, I served churches in Dawson and Barada.
Following my graduation, I served Paxton-Sutherland-Hershey churches. I
served Springfield First church. Prior to being appointed as Elkhorn District
superintendent, I served Ainsworth and Johnstown.
I am looking forward to this new assignment. I am excited about the use of
networks to build vitality in churches especially small member churches. I
believe that the only way to have vitality is with the collaborative work of laity
and clergy. We are the body of Christ and it is only through working together
we become the church.

Rev. Cindy Kargas has been appointed to serve both
Gateway District, with its district office in Kearney, as well
as the High Plains, Platte River, and Republican Valley
Areas of the Great West District, effective July 1 st. Contact
info: gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org; Cell 402-239-9508
Below is her welcome address, which clarifies structure
and duties, and was originally published in the Great West
District July newsletter (http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
files/districts/greatwest/newsletters/july_2017.pdf):
While the District does have two DSs, primary responsibility and connection will be as noted in [italics above].
Pastors and churches will be dealing with an individual DS. [Chadron is under
the guidance of Rev. Davis.] While there is consistency in some things we do
as DSs, we also each make it our own. So if part of the District is having
meetings or doing things in one way and the other part of the District is doing
things another way…it probably has to do with the DS.
The District office will remain in its current location in Ogallala for the near
future. Eldon and I will primarily be on the road which we already do a lot but
you will find us out and about more than in Ogallala. The District parsonage is
being sold which will give us opportunities to actually spend more time in our
Network areas. For example, from July 8th through July 16 I will be in North
Platte, McCook, Imperial, Ogallala, and Sidney for individual clergy meetings
and to get around other communities as I can during that week. I am looking
forward to being in the areas of our churches and getting a better feel for the
context of ministry you are in.
Eldon and I had a very good meeting with the Network Leaders following
Annual Conference. The Network Leader model will be expanding into other
areas of the Annual Conference in the fall. The current Network Leaders, Eldon
and I will be taking the basic ministry you all have established and meshing the
general structure provided by the DSs who are taking on greater geographic
areas. In fact, there will be a training of Network Leaders primarily for the
Great West, Gateway and Elkhorn Valley Districts on August 26th. Your
experience in the Great West with Networks will be an asset to the other
Districts as they jump-start this connectional and contextual ministry.
Of course both of us can be reached through Christy at the District office at 308
-284-8922 or greatwest@greatplainsumc.org. Emails to greatwestds@greatplainsumc.org will be sent to both of us. Eldon and I will filter as
needed. For direct communication, moving to the elkhornvalleyds@greatplainsumc.org (Rev. Eldon Davis) and gatewayds@greatplainsumc.org (Rev. Cindy Kargas) email addresses would be
appreciated.
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Fellowship Hosts:
Outreach & Mission

2

Communion Server
Betty Martin
Liturgists
August 6—Fran Grimes
August 13—Shawn Hartman
August 20—Linda Thayer
August 27—Betty Martin
Camera Operators
August 6—Russ Harford
August 13—Linda Thayer
August 20—Scott Fernau
August 27—Bob Hawthorne
Ushers & Greeters
August 6 & 13—Mick, Julie, Greg & Josie Downing
August 20 & 27—Susan Hucke, Janice German, Linda
Thayer and Fran Grimes

Join us for
Worship in the
Pines
Worship @ 8:00 AM
Fellowship @ 8:30 AM
Fellowship Hosts are Needed!
Sign up at the Church or call 432-2866

Abbey Baumgarten
Seth Gaswick
Tye Pourier
Gabriel Blanford (08/02/03)
3 Oliver Fox
5 Ralph Laue
8 Ozzy Fernau
9
Jackie (Bartels) Entjer
Austin Brown
Lori Storbeck
10 Betty Martin
Joni Roberts
12 Bobby Griese
13 Scott Roberts
15 Hunter Huffman
16 Breck Smith
17 Weston Smith
18 Clay Shields
20 Todd Eitemiller
22 Ryan Sandoz
25 Jess Blundell
30 Cloey Murdock
Terry McCord

1 Loren & Ann
Young
4 Tom & Susan
Holmes
11 Mike & Cathy
Kaus
13 Don & Shirley
Kay
21 Bob & Sharon
Rickenbach
27 Mick & Julie
Downing
29 Justin & Kim
Murdock

Committee Reports
Finance Committee—Tuesday, August 8 @ 6:00 PM
Ad Council—Tuesday, August 8 @ 7:00 PM
Board of Trustees—Thursday, August 17 @ 7:00 PM
Lay Leadership & Nominations—Tuesday, August 22 @ 7:00 PM

LEADERSHIP IN THE CHURCH
Lay Member to Annual Conference1
The Lay Member are expected to:
Become knowledgeable about the structure and ministries of the annual conference, the
global United Methodist Church and the local congregation.
Attend all sessions of annual conference or arrange for an alternate to be seated. During the
conference session, this leader will participate in all activities pertinent to the business
of the conference.
Engage in spiritual practices that build attentiveness to God’s will and direction.
Communicate and collaborate with the congregation to understand the actions of the annual
conference and carries the needs and concerns of the congregations to annual conference.
Participate fully as a member of the local church charge conference, the church leadership
team, the committee on finance, and the committee on pastor-parish relations.
Be accountable to the charge conference through the church council.
The positions of Lay Leader and Lay Member are often confused with each other but they are
different: “The greatest distinction is the connections they forge with and on behalf of the congregation. The lay leader has a primary focus in linking the local church and community. The
lay member of annual conference has a primary focus in linking the local church to the connectional United Methodist Church and God’s worldwide church.”2
Sources:
1

Betsey Heavner, Job Descriptions and Leadership Training in the United Methodist Church,
2013-2016: A Leader Development Guide and Sandy Zeigler Jackson, Guidelines: Lay Leader/Lay Member, Connecting Your Congregation and Your Annual Conference.
2
Jackson, Guidelines, 6.
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Our Email Address has changed
Our new address is:
chadronmethodistchurch@gmail.com

Please change your address book and no
longer use umc@bbc.net

If your email or phone numbers have changed,
please notify Melody at the office so the
directory and email list can be updated.

Thank you!

Thank you to the following for the
wonderful Special Music during the
month of July!

Don Foulk
Tristan Herbert

Austin Casper
Margaret Crouse &
Jane Druecker
Handbell Quartet
6

Pastor Joe

7

Thank you to EVERYONE who helped or participated in our 2017 Vacation Bible School. It was a
fun and exciting time. We had 11 children participate and many wonderful volunteers. Each
group was able to participate in four separate stations—Story Telling, Crafts, Science and
Games & Activities. At the start and end of each day everyone would assemble in the Sanctuary
for music, dancing and to hear from Flame the Fox and the SuperHeroes on the spaceship!
Following are just a few of the pictures—check out our Facebook page—Chadron United Methodist
Church for all the pictures!
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The Kitchen work has started. The new island has been set, the countertop is on, plumbing and electrical work has been
started as well! Stop in and check the progress! When work is completed we will be looking for volunteers to help CLEAN
the kitchen!
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Sunday School classes will being on Sunday, September 17. Sunday School will be held from 9:00—10:00
AM. We hope to have two classes this year—PreK-4th grade and 5th-6th grade. The younger class will meet
in the Sunday School Room and the 5th & 6th Grade will meet in the Youth Classroom in Fellowship Hall.
Spread the word—we are excited to see our classes grow! Anyone interested in being a helper or substitute
teacher, please contact Jessica Fisher at 430-1790.

Adult Bible Study
Sunday September 17
9:00 AM
Church Library
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Kid's Corner
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Chadron United Methodist Church
847 Shelton Street
Chadron NE 69337

We’re on Facebook—
”Like” our page
“Chadron United
Methodist Church”

