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Sunday Worship Service 

 Chadron UMC 

On-Line Worship  

Sunday Mornings @ 10:30 AM 

Via Facebook Live—Chadron United Methodist Church 
 

For later viewing videos are posted to  

You Tube—Chadron United Methodist Church 

 

 



 

The Constancy of Change 

 

 “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under  
heaven…” (Ecc. 3:1) 

Lately, I have been thinking a lot about change. My husband and I are trying to sell our house in  
Oshkosh, which has been home base for twenty-four years. Change. I have gone from worshipping with 
the congregation to worshipping online in an empty building. Change. I am trying to be a long distance 
pastor instead of one who is serving home communion and doing visitations. Change. I am preparing to 
move from one appointment to another. Change.  

Between training provided by the annual conference a few years ago and seminary classes on leader-
ship, I have studied much about change. I do not remember much of what I studied with the exception of 
one book. In Transitions: Making Sense of Life’s Changes, the author makes the point that growth or  
renewal only occurs in response to change. The writer of Ecclesiastes recognized that change was  
inevitable. His words, found in the beginning of chapter three, are often used at funerals, which is the  
ultimate example of permanent change for families and loved ones. By now, I should be comfortable with 
change. However, while my head knows that change is inevitable and can result in growth, my heart 
finds it difficult.  

I am not the only one who has this attitude toward change. For instance, Jesus’ disciples resist change 
for months as Jesus begins to hint to them what is to come. The Gospel of John documents well the  
disciples’ resistance to the change promised by Jesus. This starts in earnest at the end of the thirteenth 
chapter when Jesus tells them that he will be with them for only a short time more. Here, he also foretells 
Simon Peter’s denial. Simon Peter responds to all this with questions, “Where are you going? Why can’t I 
follow you? Thomas echoes Simon Peter, “…we do not know where you are going. How can we know 
the way?” Philip’s way of handling the unsettling news by wanting to see “the Father.” (John 13:36-14:8) 
In general, Jesus is telling the disciples that change is coming but they are in denial. 

Jesus, of course, easily senses their anxiety and he tries to comfort them with phrases like, “‘Do not let 
your hearts be troubled’” (John 14:1), “’I will not leave you orphaned’” (John 14:18), and “’Peace I leave 
with you; my peace I give to you…’” (John 14:27). However, these words do little to alleviate the  
disciples’ concerns. This is obvious when, after Jesus’ death and resurrection, he finds the disciples  
inside a room they had “locked for fear of the Jews” (John 20:19). Change has rendered the disciples 
fearful and powerless. 

I know you are dealing with change in your lives, too. You are not visiting friends and family as you would 
like to do. You have postponed doctor’s visits. You are staying inside more than you are going out into 
the public square. Masks, gloves, frequent hand washings and applications of hand sanitizer are the 
norm instead of the exception. You have adopted a new normal by watching worship online on a weekly 
basis. Soon I will bid you farewell albeit through social distancing limitations. Shortly afterwards, you will 
be welcoming a new pastor. Change. 

So the question for us is how do we keep the change we are currently experiencing, change over which 
we have absolutely no control, from overwhelming us and rendering us powerless. Alan Wilson Watts, a 
British writer, has this sound advice, “The only way to make sense out of change is to plunge into it, 
move with it, and join the dance.” The hymn writer, Sydney Carter, puts a Christian perspective into 
Watts’ words in his hymn, “Lord of the Dance,” (The United Methodist Hymnal, #261), which says, in the 
chorus, “Dance, then, wherever you may be; I am the Lord of the Dance, said he. And I’ll lead you all 
wherever you may be and I’ll lead you all in the dance, said he.” 

May the Lord of the Dance lead us in the dance as we go through this time of transition and change. May 
the Lord our God prosper the Chadron United Methodist Church and keep it strong and faithful in the 
years to come. May the Triune God hold you in the palm of God’s hands and give you peace and joy.  

I have been blessed by serving this church and this community and I will miss you.  

Pastor Bonnie 
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Nicholas Herbert—June 2 

Julian Ramos—June 4 

Linda Thayer—June 4 

Susan Vastine—June 4 

Austin Bruhn—June 5 

Heidi Wess—June 5 

Bonnie McCord—June 5 

Don Kay—June 6 

Shawn Hartman—June 9 

Vern Stokey—June 10 

Matt Fisher—June 11 

Brandon Herbert—June 12 

Mayley Barry—June 13 

Cleo Koerber—June 15 

Collin Dailey—June 20 

Rebecca Fernau—June 20 

John Gamby—June 20 

Nicole Gooder—June 22 

Kathryn Johnson—June 23 

MiaKayla Koerber—June 23 

Emily Blaylock—June 26 

Jolee Hudson—June 20 

Dave & Fran Saunders—June 1 
Cy & Shawn Hartman—June 2 
Rob & Jane Wahlstrom—June 9 

Jeff & Sabrina Fox June 10 
Dave & Sandra Blake—June 11 

Bob & Judy Hawthorne—June 21 
John & Pam Heiser—June 22 

Chuck & Janice Cressy—June 23 
Harvey & Deb Keim—June 25 
Clint & Sonja Bruhn—June 26 

Darold & Janice German—June 27 
Scott & Nicole Gooder—June 28 

 

The family and friends of: 

Laurine Smith 

02/15/1926—04/07/2020 

 

Belvadine “Belle” Lecher 

11/14/1921—04/13/2020 

 

John Edward Wentworth 

04/06/1935—04/26/2020 

Thank you Bonnie for your time 
to our church.  We wish you the 
best.  

Mark & Connie Kolling 



Congratulations to the following 2020 Graduates 

High School   Chadron State College 

Curtiss Bruhn  Jacki Dailey 

Greg Downing  Clay Madsen 

Oliver Fox 

Cloey Murdock 

Clay Madsen 

Clay Shields 

 

Curtiss Bruhn 

Chadron High School 

I plan on attending Wayne State College in the Fall. I will be  

majoring in Conservation Biology with a minor in Criminal  

Justice.  

Curtiss is the son of Clint & Sonja Bruhn. 

 

Greg Downing 

Chadron High School 

Greg plans to attend Wayne State in the fall.  He’s received a 

Growing Together Scholarship and plans to study computer  

science.  

Greg is the son of Mick & Julie Downing 

 

Cloey Murdock 

Chadron High School 

I will be attending Chadron State College in the fall, and will be 

majoring in Psychology and I am hoping to minor in  

Plant Science 

Cloey is the daughter of Justin & Kim Murdock.  
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Clay Madsen 

Chadron High School 

After graduation, I plan on attending Chadron State  
College to further my education in the Rangeland  

Management program. I am excited to being on campus, 
meeting new people, and working with professors. I look 

forward to staying in the Dawes County community,  
helping with my family’s operation, and applying my 

knowledge in the agricultural field. 

Clay is the son of Justin & Carey Madsen 

Chadron State College Graduates 

Jacki Dailey graduated Cum Laude with a Bachelor of Science Degree 

 

Clay Madsen graduated with a Bachelor of Science Degree 

Congratulations also to high school graduates  

Oliver Fox and Clay Shields.   

Pastor Bonnie - 

Thanks for the past 4 years.  We’ve enjoyed the small groups, meetings & trips to them, all 

the Bible sharing, more times of laughter than tears, getting to know your family, your  

encouragement to many. We wish you well as you go forward with another chapter. We 

also look to the future and will treasure memories we’ve shared. Thank you and God bless 

you. 

Glen & Vicki Kotschwar 



 

Camp Norwesca Summer Camp Scholarships 2020 

 

Congratulations to the following campers who received full  
scholarships from the Chadron United Methodist Church parish.  

Camp is suspended at this time; however hopefully by mid-summer 
or fall Camp may be reopened.   

Kadence Fisher 

Tristan Herbert 

Kylie Mattmiller 

Sidney Mattmiller 

Gunnar Rider 

We also want to extend a huge THANK YOU to all who supported 
our campers this year.  You and your contributions are appreciated! 
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Due to the coronavirus,  

Vacation Bible School has 

been cancelled for 2020.  

We hope to see you in the 

summer of 2021! 

Pastor Bonnie - 

I like the teacher in you. I learned the Bible stories in greater detail and I enjoy learning 

more, it strengthened my faith. Best wishes in your new position. 

Margaret Crouse 
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 Meet your new Pastor and his family -: Rev. ‘Tunde Oladimeji, 
wife; Lami, daughter; Sophia (14); Jubilee (8); Jethro (5); and  
Jesse (3) will be joining us on July 1.  Pastor Tunde comes to us 
from Curtis, Nebraska where he has been pastoring at the Curtis 
and Garden Prairie United Methodist Churches.  
 
Pastor Tunde has served as  
 Assisting Priest at St. Peter’s Anglican church, Frankfort, 
Kentucky (5 years). This was a new church plant that started 
with about 15 members and now has over 80 members. 
 Pastor, Training and Leadership Development. Joseph Palace, 
The Redeemed Christian Church of God, Lagos, Nigeria. The over 
1000 Average worship service moved from having one service to 
three services and planted Three more churches in the space of 
six year, and planted a church in Atlanta Georgia. 

 Director of Administration/ Presbyter, Lifeline Assembly, Owerri, Nigeria. It’s a 2,500 aver-
age Weekly Attendance. Radio Outreaches in over 20 radio stations across Eastern Nigeria. 
(1998-2009) 

 Other areas are in church partnership, community development and International Mission 
including lay mobilization and Leadership development. 

 Internship, as Chaplain, VA Hospital, Kentucky, September, 2016- January 2017. 
 Adjunct Professor of Mission and Biblical studies, Crowther Graduate theological Seminary, 

Abeokuta, Nigeria. 
 Guest lecturer in Interpersonal Skills for Leadership Course, Nebraska College of Technical 

Agriculture, Curtis Nebraska. 
 Fellow, Augustine Fellowship, Center for Pastor Theologian, Chicago. 
 
Education includes: 
Bachelors of Arts in Theology, West African Theological Seminary, Lagos, Nigeria. 1997 
Masters of Theology (Biblical Theology), Theological College of Northern Nigeria, Bukuru Jos, 
Nigeria, 2001 
Masters of Arts, (New Testament Studies), University of Jos, Nigeria, 2005 
Doctor of Ministry (Leadership and Biblical Preaching), Asbury Theological Seminary, Wil-
more, Kentucky, 2012. 
Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) Intercultural Studies, Asbury theological Seminary, 2018. 
 
Ministry Gifts: 
 Leadership empowerment for laity is my major area of strength.  
 One key area of passion is to see the church opened to hospitality so that different groups 

and cultures can find a home in God’s House 
 The need to have the church get involved in culturally relevant outreach is an important ar-

ea of my passion.  
Biblical Literacy is very critical for Christians all over the world, I believe in investing in the 
study and understanding of God’ word in the different areas of our lives.  

 Discipleship systems:  I Strongly believe that a church’s strength and impact is highly de-
termined by the type of disciple making system that has been put in order. 

 A worshipping community: Worship is the central life of every church; hence, the need to 
create different expressions for different groups in order for encourage different people. 
(Traditional, Contemporary, & Fresh Expressions) 

 
He enjoys playing lawn Tennis, Golf, and Visiting Historic sites, and International Mission 
trips. He likes making Nigerian foods and roasted meat for people to come and fellowship to-
gether. He loves good music of any type (especially Gospel, Rock, African traditional songs and 
Jazz). 
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Pastor Bonnie— 

I hate good-byes!  Through all my years of working with the Forest Service, that was the one thing I  

hated—seeing people leave and saying good bye.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my time working with you.  I  

felt we made a very good team and were able to vent to each other, share ideas, bounce ideas and thoughts off 

each other, and help each other when things needed to be done.  It makes me smile to remember how much we 

had to rely on each others memory!  

You have been there for me and my family through illnesses, heart attacks, death, family crisis and anything 

that arose through these past years.  I will forever be grateful for your compassion and love; and I know my 

family feels the same.   

The Red Cloud/Guide Rock UMC is very fortunate to gain you as a Pastor.  Best of luck on this new chapter.  

I will miss you!  

(P.S. I remain in denial) 

Melody 
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Thank you Audrey Dailey, Jove Griese, Tristan Herbert and  
Kylie Mattmiller for making the 5th/6th Grade Bible Study 
so enjoyable.  Thanks also to your parents—you were very 
faithful in attending and rarely missed a class.  This was our 
first year and as a teacher who was learning right along with 
you—you made it so gratifying.   

Thanks also to all the people who helped—Jessica & Kadence 
Fisher, Bobby Griese, Cleo Koerber, Anita Rein, Sharon  
Rickenbach, Vicky Kotschwar, and Jane Druecker,  Come this 
fall we will continue our study of the Books of the Bible and 
we hope to have the upcoming 5th graders join these four 
6th graders!  Thank you kiddos for a great year!! 

Melody 

Pastor Bonnie, we want to thank you so much for the time you have spent here at our Church and 

we’re going to miss you terribly.  We’ve enjoyed having you as our pastor and we feel you have 

brought so much joy and kindness and compassion to our Church.  We have enjoyed your  

sermons very much and we’re going to miss your “teaching” of the scriptures.  

We want to wish you the very best in your next assignment and we hope we will see you again 

someday.  We will keep “in touch” through Facebook. May God’s Blessings be upon you and Terry 

as you move on and do God’s work. 

Charlene & Lavern Savage 

Thank you, Bonnie, for being the 

pastor that we needed! You were so 

down-to-earth and from a western 

Nebraska background, so you 

could relate to us! I have so  

enjoyed you in your professional 

capacity, as well as a personal 

friendship! You will be greatly 

missed! 

Linda Thayer 

Dear Pastor Bonnie, Norm and I are so 

grateful that we had the privilege of 

having you with us the last few years!! 

Your love and concern for everyone is 

so evident and we thank you so much 

for that! You are a very special friend 

and we will miss you a lot.  We pray 

that this new venture for you and  

Terry will be a good one and that you 

will keep in touch! 

Love and good wishes, 

Norm and Betty 
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Dear Bonnie and Terry—it has been a joy to 

get to know you.  I truly mean that in your 

message you delivered as well as learning 

about your family and your personal travel 

to be a child of God as well as one of his 

teachers and disciples.  You have helped me 

expand my knowledge of religion as well as 

helped me strengthen my faith in God and 

in people. God bless you Bonnie and best 

wishes—hope to cross paths with you soon. 

Love Robin & Don Foulk 

Pastor Bonnie—you have been a blessing 

to our church and we are very sorry to 

see you go.  We know that you will be a 

blessing to your new church family also.  

Please keep in touch. 

We pray for you and Terry to have 

many happy years ahead of you.  

Jim and Fran  

Thank you Pastor Bonnie for all you 
have done during your time at our 
Church. It has been a great pleasure 
working with you through these years! 
Thank you for all the extra things 
you’ve done for me and my kids,  
especially through Scouts. You will be 
missed, but we are wishing you  
nothing but good things in your future! 

Sincerely, 
The Fisher family 

          I have enjoyed the Adult Sunday 

      School Class because of Pastor Bonnie’s 

   knowledge of the Bible. I see things “black 

& white” and she has such an ability to explain 

the stories for my better understanding. I have 

appreciated her leadership in the area of the  

Worship Committee. Her Bible based sermons  

   always seem to leave me with a challenge for 

      the week .  

                                            Blessings to her. 

                                            Jane Druecker 


