CAMP NORWESCA
There are many camps available for all ages this summer
at Norwesca. Brochures are available on the “Welcome
Table” in the Narthex with dates and costs included. The
church has scholarship money available to help with costs.
Contact Mollie Ronge at Camp Norwesca for more
information: 432-3872. The camp’s website is:
norwesca.org or e-mail: norwesca@bbcwb.net.
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NEW MEMBERS
Sunday, April 13 the following new members joined our
church:
Kassy Demicell
Steve Gooder
Nicole Huckfeldt
Andy Hendrickson
Joni Hendrickson

Welcome to the “Church Family That Makes a
Difference.”

RD
Sunday, April 13, Andy Hendrickson and his daughter
Cali were baptized.
Beau Ryan Behrends , daughter of Steve & Joni
Behrends, was also baptized that day.

;/]/OB OPPORTUNITIES AT CAMP NORWESCA

May is almost here and we are still looking for
members of our staff team for this coming summer at Camp
Norwesca! We need to hire 2 male program assistants, 1-2
female program assistants, and 2 cooks. Our summer
program season begins with staff training on June 7" and
continues through August o,

If you know anyone who is enthusiastic about serving
others and working with youth, please have them contact
me for further information. Thank you very much for your
help!

CONGRATULATIONS! It's a Boy!

Brighton Lee Miller, son of Lee & Shaye, was born on
March 27. He joins a sister Brayla and brother Branden at
home.

PEACE WITH JUSTICE SUNDAY - May 18
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HOME AT LAST

ELDORA TROWBRIDGE
Bovrn: Mag 22,1916

Dled:  April 13, 2002
Funeral: April 17, 2002
Burial: Greenwood Cemmetery

DONNA BUTLER

Born: January 17, 1924
Dled: April 11, 200€
Funeral: April 1€, 2002
Burial: Greemwood Cemmetery

RALPH L. GRANT
Born: Febma@ g 1914
Dled: April 17, 2008
Funeral: April 21, 2002
Burial: Greenwood Cemmetery

We extend our sympathy and prayers to thelr families.

“And remember, | am with you always, to the end of
the age.”
Matthew 28:20

Monday, May 26



VIM OPPORTUNITY

North Platte First United Methodist Church is hosting a
Youth VIM trip to Greensburg, Kansas, May 29-June 3,
2008. Youth age 16 and up and adults are encouraged to
attend with them. The estimated cost is $100 per person.
Sleeping gear and personal items will be needed. They will
be doing various jobs in the town that was destroyed by a
tornado last August. A great deal of construction is going
on right now. Please contact Charles Spence,
cspenceiii@netscape.net or 308-532-1478.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Receipts for April $15,236.
Expenditures for April $14,693.

Positive Balance for April $ 543

Although not all of our numbers show up on this very
short report, we are making progress. Last month | told
you we were $14,400 in the red. We have paid all our
current bills and reduced that $14,400 to $11,400. That's
thanks to you and your extra efforts to get rid of that 2007
carry-over debt. Check out the chart in the Chapel area to
see the progress being made. Elimination of that $11,400
would surely enable us to operate our Church more
effectively and efficiently.

Just so you know: Special contributions forwarded this
year include Human Relations Sunday $76, One Great
Hour of Sharing Sunday $228, and Native American
Awareness Sunday $195. These dollars are forwarded to
the Conference Office for their intended use.

Our Apportionment Picture: We have 5 of our 9
Apportionments PAID IN FULL. These are Jurisdictional
Ministries, Youth Service Fund, District Missions, District
Programs and Camp Norwesca Programs. The remaining
4 are larger in dollars, but we have a good start—better
than some year!

Again, thank you for that extra support to eliminate the
debt. Please help us keep the red line moving on the chart.

Chuck Cressy, Treasurer

SUNDAY, MAY 11

We at the Chadron United Methodist Church enjoy this
celebration. We make this day special because our
mother’s gave us life, sacrificed so much for our well being,
and nurtured us when we needed her. During worship we
celebrate our mother’s with a gift sack from the church.
However, this celebration is unique so you need to make
sure that your children are present for this special event
held on May 11"

CHADRON HIGH SCHOOL
2008 BACCALAUREATE SERVICE

The annual Chadron High School Baccalaureate
service will be held on Sunday, May 11 at 7:00 p.m.
in the High School auditorium. This is a service
honoring our graduates and their accomplishments.

The guest speaker is Craig Nobiling. Graduates
will also participate in music as well as program
leaders. Refreshments will be served following the
service in the commons area.

The service is open to the public at no charge.
Please come and support our 2008 Graduates at this
important time in their lives.
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SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Sunday, May 4
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.

LIFE LINE SCREENING
Protect your health. Protect your life.
WHERE: Chadron United Methodist Church
WHEN: Friday, May 2, 2008
Pre-registration is required. Call 1-800-324-1851
Life Screening is America’s leading provider of quality
health screenings. These tests quickly detect arterial
abnormalities which can cause disrupted blood flow. Our
screenings are fast, accurate, and available at an
affordable rate.
1. Stroke Screening/Carotid Artery
2. Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening
3. Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening
4. Osteoporosis Screening

Complete Wellness Package (all 4 screenings)
Only $139 (includes free osteoporosis screening)

I
The Lord lift up
His countenance
upon you

and give you peace.
—Numbers 6:26

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University

What do you hear on every news outlet: the economy.
A possible recession, foreclosed homes, the rising price of
food and gas, these are all areas that are on most people’s
minds. Do you want peace? Do you seek some control
over your personal finances? Dave Ramsey’s Financial
Peace University is a 13-week course starting September
8" that teaches lessons on budgets, marital relationships,
investments, and so much more. Over 170 families in our
community have taken this life changing course. Watch for
more details on how you can make a difference in your life
through taking control of your money.



VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2008
Beach Party - Surfin’ Through the Scriptures
July 27 — July 31
6:00p.m. to 8:00p.m.
Volunteers Needed!

Vacation Bible School is a fun time to get to know kids
from our congregation as well as our community.
Volunteers are needed for the following positions:

Preschool/Kindergarten Leader

Music Leader

Craft Leader

Discovery Time Leader

Recreation Leader

Bible Storyteller

Group Leaders

Donations for snacks will also be needed.

This is a fun time for the kids. Sign up for a Vacation
Bible School leadership role and you will be promised an
incredible week of fun in the Son as you help our children
surf through the Scriptures and develop new Beach Be-
Attitudes.

Contact Sara Taylor at 432-3195, evenings or
sara@chadrad.com if you would like to help.

Parents — Mark your calendars for this year’s Vacation
Bible School!

HERITAGE SUNDAY

May 18Mis Heritage Sunday for our church. This year
the Committee on History & Records invites you to bring
your favorite historical item to church. We will have a
display area in our Narthex for you to “Show and Tell”
something about your heritage. Items you might want to
bring: a flag representing your ancestor’s country of origin,
a picture of your great-great grandmother, a cherished
antique from your family. During the service we will give
you an update on our plans for our 125" anniversary
celebration to be held on May 24, 2009. We look forward
to your participation in our Heritage Sunday.

UNITED METHODIST MEN

United Methodist Men met April 20 at 7:00 a.m. at the
Church with 17 present. Breakrfast was by our two “Top
Cop” members, Highway Patrolmen Clint Bruhn and Kevin
Waugh.

Ed reported on the income and expenses for the Easter
activities. We collected $253.00 on the free will offering
and expenses were $137.82 for use of the lodge facilities
and breakfast supplies. We spent $36.42 on Easter eggs
and candy to fill them with so we still gained $78.76 on this
very worthwhile project.

Seth reported that the weekend of April 20 was
Norwesca Clean-up and Work Weekend and there were
some workers there. In the near future Chadron men need
to look at our cabin, No. 4, and have our own work day.
The dirt near a corner of the foundation is eroding and
needs a retaining wall then it needs an entry walkway. The
interior needs paint and the one lonesome hanging light
could stand a companion which would add much to it.

We meet again May 18 same time and place.

Ed Bieganski, UMM Secretary/Treasurer

MISSION & SERVICE FAIR

Our Mission Statement is A Church Family that Makes
a Difference. Throughout the season of Easter, we have
been led through a sermon series on the Core Values
based on our Mission Statement. This series concludes on
May 11, 2008 with a sermon on the Core Value: We are
Making a Difference through Mission to the Community.
Information on each Core Value and access to previous
sermons can be acquired through the church’s web-site:
www.chadronumc.org.

In recognition of this Core Value, the Committee on
Outreach & Mission and the Committee on Nurture &
Community will be challenging us to volunteer for mission
in the community. A Mission & Service Fair will be held
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service.
Several community organizations will be providing
information and signing up volunteers to help make a
difference in Chadron. More information on this Mission &
Service Fair and organizations that will be present can be
found at www.chadronumc.org and click on the Difference
Makers tab or you can contact the church office at 432-
2866.

GIVE THE GIFT OF CAMP

It's almost time for summer camps. There are several
ways to help make this camping season special--provide a
scholarship for someone special to attend camp, make a
monetary donation to the camp or help with the following
wish list:
Aprons
Flour sack towels
Cereal bowls
Gallon-size pitchers with lids
Commercial-sized serving spoons and tongs
Upright freezer
Round resin folding tables
Vinyl folding chairs
Flatbed trailer for parade float
Large bell for gathering

e Camp mattresses and bunk beds

Camping is a great experience for young and old alike.
We are fortunate to have a beautiful camp so close to enjoy
during all the seasons.

NEW DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS
ANNOUNCED

The current Prairie Rivers District Superintendent, Gary
Main, has accepted an appointment as the Senior Pastor of
The First United Methodist Church of Kearney, effective
July 1, 2008.

Bishop Ann B. Sherer has announced that Rev. Harold
Backus, currently pastor at The United Methodist Church of
Auburn has accepted appointment to the Cabinet, and will
be assigned to the Prairie Rivers District.

The current Blue River District Superintendent, Keith
Johnson, has accepted an appointment as the Senior
Pastor of Saint Paul United Methodist Church of Omaha
effective July 1, 2008.

Bishop Ann B. Sherer has announced that Rev. Galen
Wray, currently pastor at the Ainsworth and Johnstown
United Methodist Churches, has accepted appointment to
the Cabinet, and will be assigned t the Blue River District.

As are all appointments, these are tentative
appointments, and will be fixed at the end of the Nebraska
Annual Conference in June.



FROM THE PASTOR'S PROCESSOR

This year at General Conference an important piece of
legislation was passed. A commission has been appointed to
provide a framework to change the structure of the
worldwide United Methodist Church. Currently, the
denomination is made up of 5 jurisdictions in the United
States (Western, South Central, North Central,
Southeastern, and Northeastern) and the Central
Conferences which includes Annual Conferences outside of
the United States. This current make up symbolizes a
denomination heavily influenced by Americans. This made
sense when most of the members and its leadership came
from our shore. However, the denomination has been and
is continuing to shift beyond our borders. It is predicted that
by the next General Conference in 2012, the denomination
will include a membership of 1/3 non-Americans (currently
non-Americans represent 21%). The commission has been
asked to create a denomination that represents our world-
wide mission. The church would be organized into areas of
population: The United States, Africa, Europe, and South
Asia. Each area of the globe would consider ministry unique
to its culture, yet united in its belief of one United Methodist
Church. This is a significant change for a denomination that
has been heavily “U.S.-centric.” However, this is a change
that represents our mission to the world.

Under the guise of this change, the Jurisdictional
Conferences in the United States would not change. Each
Conference would be expected to elect and assign Bishops
within their Jurisdictional area. As an elected delegate to the
South Central Jurisdiction this is my main role. According
to the Book of Discipline a Bishop must retire if they will
turn 70 during their 4-year term. Of the 11 Bishops
currently serving in our Jurisdiction, 4 will turn 70 during the
next term and will not be able to serve as assigned Bishops.
However, one of the changes to the Book of Discipline
passed at this year’s General Conference has extended this
age by 2 years. One of our Bishop’s (William Hutchinson
of Louisiana) falls into this category meaning we will elect 3
Bishop’s at this year’s Jurisdictional Conference held July
16-19 in Dallas.

After the election and consecration of new Bishop’s, all
11 Bishops are eligible to move to any of the 11 areas in our

Jurisdiction. Our current Bishop for the Nebraska Area,
Ann Brookshire Sherer is eligible to serve another 4 year
term. In theory she could be assigned to another area
besides Nebraska, however, Bishop Sherer has only 4 years
left before mandatory retirement. The likelihood of her
moving with only one term left would be highly unusual.

Since my election to the Jurisdictional Conference the
Nebraska delegation has met almost monthly. In next
month’s article 1 will talk about what our monthly delegation
meetings were like.

-- Seth

BOOKS AVAILABLE FOR CHECK-OUT
The Great West District Office has recently purchased
some potentially useful materials from Cokesbury.
Churches in our District may “check out” the materials for
no charge. Shipping to your church will be paid by the
District. The new books available are:

Fragile Hope
Your church in 2020
People of a Compassionate God
Creating Welcoming Congregations
Searching for Seekers
Ministry with a new Generation of the Unchurched
Sacred Bridges
Making Lasting Connections between Older Youth
and the Church
Faith Forming
Junior High Ministry

The office also receives resource materials for Bible
study groups, Sunday school classes, Confirmation, etc.

If you're looking for something specific, or would like to
check out one of the books listed, please contact Christy.

Pentecost, May 11
“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all
together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there
came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues,
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave
them ability.”—Acts 2:1-4

2008 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Food and Faith — Come to the Great Banquet s the
theme for this year’s session which will be held June 11-14,
2008, at the Cornhusker Marriott in Lincoln.

In preparation for Annual Conference, Great West
District Pre-Conference Briefings will be held on
Wednesday, May 21, 2008, 7:00 p.m. (MT), at
Scottsbluff FUMC and Thursday, May 22, 2008, 7:00
p.m. (CT), at North Platte FUMC. All pastors and Lay
Members to Annual Conference should plan to attend, but
the session is open to all members.

The Great West District will be hosting a dessert
reception on Wednesday, June 11, 2008, 9:00 p.m. at the
Cornhusker Marriott following the evening session. All
pastors and Lay Members to annual Conference of the
Great West District and their spouse/guest are invited to
attend. More information will be sent at a later date.

For more information about Annual Conference and
room reservations, please go to the Nebraska UMC
Conference website, www.umcneb.org, and click on the A




SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday, May 25 through
Sunday, Sept. 7

8:00 am Worship at Camp Norwesca
8:30 am Fellowship at Camp Norwesca
10:00 am Fellowship at the Church

NO Summer Sunday School
10:30 am Worship at the Church

CHANGES IN UNDERSCORE
(Middle School & High School Youth Fellowship)

The Underscore groups are making some changes as
summer approaches. The Middle School will continue to
be at the Johnson’s but there will not be any transportation
since the Family Nite Dinner has finished for the year. The
High School group will begin meeting at the Ridgeview
Church rather than the Arts Center starting in May. Both
groups plan to continue meeting throughout the summer.

LOOKING AHEAD
June 18 Blood Drive
July 25 — 30 School of Christian Mission
Grand Island — Midtown Holiday Inn
July 25 — 27 School of Christian Mission (weekend
event)
July 27 — 31 Vacation Bible School (6-8 pm)
nnual Conference icon found on the left-hand side.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY”
To Those Celebrating in May

Chelsey Foulk
Jason Blundell
Braxton Coleman
Bryce Hudson
Mike Trueblood
Charlotte Wild
Brenda Budler
Ann Cotton
Glenda Gamby
Lee Wahistrom
Spencer Blundell
Carey Madsen
Frances Whitney
Eileen Newblom
Telli Morford

Charles Marsh, Jr.

Dana Dunbar
Darrell Nickel
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19
20

21
23

24
25
27
28

29
30

Judy Hawthorne
Dan Anderson
Kris Pearson
Georgina Redfern
Shelby Blundell
Brian Taylor
Janice German
Harvey Keim
Clint Bruhn

Larry Olson
Jared Young
Dennis Edwards
Steve Behrends
Emily Mills
Stephanie Stumph

ANNIVERSARY

1 Scott & Rebecca Fernau

8 Gealy & Sidone Mathis

9 Lee & Virginia Wahlstrom
17 Tim & Kari Gaswick
18 Stacy & Gerry Swinney
20 Seth & Sarah Leypoldt
25 Clete & Brenda Budler
28 Bob & Ruth Ann Connell
29 Steve & Barb Kubo

Jim & June Sheaffer

31 Wayne & Suze Jones

THE CHADRON CROSS
May 2008
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Graduations
Chadron State College
Saturday, May 3

John Morford — Master of Business Administration
Joy Blundell — Bachelor of Arts
Tracy Dierksen — Bachelor of Arts
Stephanie Frey — Bachelor of Arts
Sierra Lamb Gullickson — Bachelor of Arts
Andrew Hain — Bachelor of Arts
Kelcey Fredrickson Roberts — Bachelor of Arts
Scott A. Roberts — Bachelor of Arts
Cody Gullickson — Bachelor of Science
Alex Laudenklos — Bachelor of Science
John Strand — Bachelor of Science

Chadron High School
Sunday, May 18
2:00 p.m.

Congratulations to:
Chelsey Foulk
Colby Hartman
Jeremy Herbert
Katie Moore
Ryan Sandoz
Jessie Toof
Ryan Trueblood



